Ken Warren believed that investments in basic science would lead the way in combating malaria in the developing world; and to that end, he engaged top research scientists around the world to participate in the GND Program. I begin with David Weatherall, who described in the foreword to Keating's book the first GND Program meeting to which Ken Warren invited a number of distinguished scientists. It was at this meeting that Peter Williams, the director of the Wellcome Trust, invited David to his room to discuss the future of Medicine in the Tropics in the UK, a program that David built at Oxford to make the university a world leader in malaria research. Through this program, Oxford supported several excellent malaria research groups led by outstanding young scientists including Kevin Marsh in Kenya, Nick White in Thailand, and Adrian Hill and Dominic Kwiakowski at Oxford, all of whom continue to lead the most influential malaria research programs in the world. We will never know the true influence of the GND Program meeting on Weatherall and the Oxford community, but I suspect it was great.
Equally important was Gus Nossal, another participant at the first GND Program meeting, who was the director of the Walter & Eliza Institute. Gus first recruited David Kemp, a leading molecular biologist, and soon added two of David's students, Graham Brown and Alan Cowman, and then Alan's colleague, Brendan Crabb, who is now Director of the Burnet Institute. Cowman now leads a large group of malaria scientists studying all aspects of malaria, including work in Papua New Guinea under Ivo Mueller. Gus also sent one of his bright students, Michael Good, to train with me at the National Institutes of Health. Michael returned to Australia and now leads a group working on malaria vaccines.
In Sweden, malaria research was led by Hans Wigzell and Peter Perlmann whose student, Mats Wahlgren, leads the work at the Karolinska Institute.
In rating Ken Warren's impact on malaria research, I look to the large diaspora of malaria researchers that I trace back to the original meeting of the GND Program in 1978 at the Rockefeller University in New York and that now lead malaria research in all parts of the world. I am sure that research by these distinguished scientists and their trainees will have a tremendous future impact on easing the toll of this terrible disease on the world's most vulnerable people.
